
 

 
 
Dear Pitt Plastic Surgery Alumni,  
 
Another quarter has passed and the excitement from the mothership continues! We always start the July 
season with the introduction of our new residents. Or Integrative class starts with Xavier Candela, a 
superstar from Penn State, Darya Fadavi, an outstanding applicant from Johns Hopkins, and last but not 
least, Sripadh Sharma from the prestigious Northwestern University.  
 
Our Independent class is represented by Shirley Liu who complete general surgery training at Yale,  
and Hakan Orbay who has experience in plastic surgery training in Turkey.  He did his general surgery at 
Crozier Chester Medical Center outside of Philly. This new class of residents bring an elevated level of 
enthusiasm that you can all remember. It is extremely exciting for us as faculty. Another great generation 
of Pitt superstars to mold the future of plastic surgery! 
 
Much has transpired in the first quarter that is notable for reporting. The alumni lecture series was 
represented by our own Keith Jeffords, who, in July, talked to us about hair restoration. We started the year 
with faculty members Alex Davit giving the hand exam made famous by Fred Heckler, and Joe Losee was 
kind enough to give the face examination. This started off the new academic year off on a good "foot" so 
that the residents start taking call with confidence early.  
 
On a sad note, Alex Speiss, who was head of our section of hand surgery has left the Department to pursue 
a private practice opportunity here in Pittsburgh.  He is an extraordinary educator and will be hard to replace. 
The emphasis now is looking for a new section head of hand surgery, being spearheaded by our own Dr. 
Peter Rubin who is actively recruiting with interviews underway.   
 
Paul Rusilko, a reconstructive urologist specializing in buried penis syndrome and penile reconstruction, 
has been working with residents at both UPMC Presby and UPMC Mercy. He is publishing with our 
residents and creating a great surgical experience for them.  He has been given a dual appointment both 
Urology and Plastic Surgery. This is a great contribution to the learning experience for Pitt Plastic Surgery.  
 
 
I am overwhelmingly excited to report that we have recruited our own Francesco M. Egro, Class of 2021, 
to join the faculty. He will be primarily based at UPMC Mercy but will be making contributions to every 
hospital in the System.  His micro surgical skills are unmatched!  His very impressive bio is below.   
 

Dr. Francesco Egro was born and raised in Milan, Italy. He pursued his Bachelor of Science 
with Honors in Microbiology and his Medical Degree from the University of Bristol, 
England. While a general medicine and surgery house officer, he became a Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons of England and pursued his Masters in Surgical Sciences at the 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland. He then served as a research fellow at the Division of 
Plastic Surgery at Emory University under the mentorship of Dr. Albert Losken. The Royal 

College of Surgeons of Edinburgh recognized his research achievements and awarded him the Lister Medal 
Prize.  
 
Dr. Egro then joined Pitt Plastic Surgery where he spent seven years completing his integrated plastic 
surgery residency. Here he nourished his passion for complex reconstruction, burn surgery, and 
regenerative medicine. He served as research fellow at the Adipose Stem Cell Center under the mentorship 
of Dr. J. Peter Rubin and completed a Burn Surgery Fellowship under the mentorship of Dr. Jenny 
Ziembicki. He completed Microsurgery Fellowship at MD Anderson Cancer Center.  
 
 



 
Dr. Egro thrived at Pitt as a surgeon-scientist, educator, and leader. He has over 130 publications (book 
chapters, scientific articles, and abstracts), and over 270 scientific research presentations at regional, 
national, and international meetings. For his academic efforts he has received 34 awards, which include the 
ACAPS Outstanding Resident/Fellow Teacher Award, ABA Traveling Fellowship Award, ASPS Resident 
Bowl Champion, and Robert M. Goldwyn Academic Achievement Award for four years in a row. Dr. Egro 
has served on the Editorial Boards of two journals, reviewer of thirteen journals, on the Executive Council 
of ASRM, and on several committees of ASPS, ASRM, and ABA.  
 

 
The Egro Family 

 
 
 

Please join me in welcoming another incredible addition to our faculty, Teun Teunis, MD, 
PhD.  Dr. Teunis was born in Veghel, Netherlands, he received his medical degree with 
honors from the renowned Utrecht University, after which he completed his PhD research 
on clinical outcomes for distal radius fractures at MGH/Harvard Medical School in Boston. 
He returned to Netherlands for General and Plastic Surgery training before moving to 
Pittsburgh in 2021 where he completed his Hand and Upper Extremity Fellowship before 

joining our Department as an Assistant Professor of Plastic Surgery.  
  
When he is not guiding residents through complex reconstructive cases or pursuing his research interests 
(has been recognized as a top reviewer for various journals and has authored more than 90 award winning 
peer-reviewed publications), he has enjoyed getting to know Pittsburgh on his bike or with his wife Marija 
and three-year-old son, Nikola. Some favorites include the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Pittsburgh 
Zoo, and Dean’s Diner. 
 
 
 
Spotlight on Alumni!   In this quarter we feature Gregory M. Fedele, Class of 1998.  
 
1) What are you doing now? 
 

I am in solo private practice doing primarily cosmetic surgery and breast reconstruction. My practice 
is based in Beechview, Ohio, part of Cleveland. Music is a big part of my life - I am a drummer, and I 
am in two bands are one band is called The Retractors, a group that we formed together during residency 
in 1993 we still play together where do bar gigs and parties. The second band is made up of some of 
my close friends and we also play at parties and local bars. It is so much fun and it keeps me sharp 
maintaining my music skills. I also am an artist and have done numerous drawings and am starting to 
get into oil painting. I do pumpkin carving as a hobby during the Halloween season, and it has taken 
off to be a at parties and local bars.  I am also very much into cooking.  I built a pizza oven you can see 
Emma Pasciolla pizza maker. I make everything from scratch including the gravy. I would venture to 
say that my pizza is as good as any! I am a master scuba diver and pursue my vacations where I can get 
into the water. 



 
 
 

2) What do you with your free time? 
 

My family is a large part of my free time.  My wife Sharon of 24 years and I are involved in our 
children's endeavors. We have a daughter who is a sophomore at Syracuse University, and a son who 
has recently graduated Dayton University and is pursuing grad school in the field of physical therapy. 
 

3) Can you give me a Dr. Futrell story from residency? 
 

My Futrell Story. As you know the Pitt Plastic Surgery Department has been traveling to Vietnam for 
quite some time.  I was fortunate of the three years of my residency to travel to Vietnam with Dr. Futrell 
twice. He is such a fun person to travel with. You all know that he is a prankster. In a restaurant in 
Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh City, he brought a water gun to the table and started shooting water at patrons 
under the table.  He then kept looking up to the ceiling as if there was a water leak!  At one point the 
entire restaurant was victimized by his "attack”, and they were all looking at the ceiling including 
waiters trying to find the "leak"! He never divulged the secret! We got a big laugh from that experience! 
 

4) What did the Pitt residency mean to you?  
 

I found the Pitt Plastic Surgery residency to be very challenging. There was a wealth of clinical 
experience. The faculty was amazing. The volunteer faculty was very much involved. There was a 
substantial number of diverse cases, and large surgical volumes.  The entire community was committed 
to our education. When I graduated, I felt very confident that I can handle everything. I am very proud 
of my Pitt Plastic Surgery heritage. 
 

5) If you could have dinner with anyone, now or in the past, who would it be? 
 
I thought long and hard about this. It would have to be my grandfather, Gerimino. He was an Italian 
immigrant who came to America from Naples Italy. He landed in Boston and somehow got to 
Cleveland.  He became a pipefitter. He came alone, left his family back home and then one year later 
sent for his wife and three boys.  He could not speak English, and for all intents and purpose was 
illiterate. I would want to know what his motivation was.  He was a tremendously hard worker. He 
became a part of the American dream.  It’s the reason I am here.  I believe it was that influence upon 
my father who was born in America to become a physical therapist. That influenced me towards 
medicine. It was extraordinarily brave to come to a New World with no knowledge of the language or 
the culture and make the best of it. A great success story, which I cannot imagine. 
 
 

 
The Fedele Family 

 



 

 
 Mad Scientist      The Pizziaola 

 
 

 
 The Retractors                       Diving with friends 

 
  

 
I want to remind all of you about the fleece campaign that is ongoing.  For a minimum donation of $1200 
a fleece will be created for you as a “Pitt Alumni Rep” that you can wear proudly.  
 
Lastly, I will be rolling out soon information about CME activity that you will be able to claim. You can 
become a part of our Wednesday morning Grand Rounds lecture series and all programs for the academic 
year. However, per HIPAA guidelines, M&M cannot be shared.  Fortunately, this is a small portion of the 
great programs that are offered. A membership will cost $1800 which will give you the necessary CME 
credit requirements and is tax detectable. We are looking for a January 2023 rollout.  
 
Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season and all the best in the new year.  
 
Fondly, 

 
Guy M. Stofman, MD 
Clinical Professor, Department of Plastic Surgery 
Chief of Plastic Surgery, UPMC Mercy 

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine 
President, Futrell Society 
Class of ‘91 
 
Attachment:  Residents Corner   


